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This document contains Chaocipher-related material found in J. F. Byrne' s autobiography
“Silent Years: An Autobiography with Memoirs of James Joyce and Our Ireland”,
published in 1953.

Chapter 21 recapitulates the story of his cryptographic invention he called “ Chaocipher”.
The chapter tells the history of hisinvention, his attempts to interest numerous
organizations in the cipher, and concludes with 23 pages of corresponding plaintext and
ciphertext enciphered using the Chaocipher system.

The chapter concludes by betting $5,000 or the total royalties of the first three months
after publication of the book that no one would be able to solve the enciphered passages
at the end of the chapter.

This document was produced from Albert Einstein’s personal copy of “Silent Years’,
(currently in the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Isragl) sent to him by the author
himself. Notice the red markings Einstein penciled in regarding paragraphs that
interested him (e.g., pages 264, 266, 267).
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Al ﬂLB
1114 New York Ave.

Brooklyn 3, N.Y.
June 30, 1954

Dear Profesgor Einstein:

Although I do not presume to
hope that you wlll read this book, yet
there are a few subjects in it, especlally
the chapter on Chaocipher, which might
be of sclentific interest to the Institute
for Advanced Studies at Princeton.

Cordiaglly,

J.F. Byrne




In melancholy mood I wandered forth

Alone.

For I had left the fetich of life behind,

And in the darkness stumbled wearily on,
Going I knew not whither. Things I did

That to myself seemed strange and meaningless,
But still pursued my erring, lonely way.
Much did I yearn to know—nor got reply.

So, worse than sad, I felt that I had dreamed,
Was dreaming, and would dream till the end of all—
If end there be.

Just then I sat me down awhile to rest:

And with my heavy eyes I vainly sought

A refuge from the gloom, but all was dark.
Drrspufn'n_:{i'y I'turned and looked behind,
The way that I had come, and there beheld

A bower illumined with soft, rosy light.
Imstinctively I knew it was the home

Of living love; and thither I resolved

To wend my way.

Whilst thinking thus I heard the heart-hoyn sigh
Of one approaching slowly through the night,
Seeking, like me, the distant bower of love.
Weary she was; so hrmi?r_f: come quile near,
She sat beside me, and in sympathy

I'took her hand, but spoke not any word,

For ours was sorrow kindred. She but came
Nearer to me, until with joy I felt

Her loosened tresses fluttering at my cheek—
Then did I boldly take YOU in my arms,

And kiss your yielding lips; whereat behold,
WEstood illumined in soft vosy light!
Wonderingly we saw, till that we gazed

Each in the other's eyes; then we both knew
That HERE was LOVE,

J. F. ByrnE

Written August 1898 after visiting
Lugnaquilla and Vinegar Hill
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CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE
Chaociphcr

N A PRECEDING chapter T have referred to Rutherford’s
I achievement in 1919 of splitting an atom for the first
!limc In the preceding year, 1918, 1 had discovered a method of
‘tlmng something to the written word, in any ].m;,m;,c which
‘Laffected that written word so as to result in its chaotic disruption,
' ]n two respects my method for achieving the complete annihila,
tion of order and design in written language is more noteworthy
than the method for the disruption of the atom. First, because my
method for splitting the word is so simple that it could be per-
formed by any normal ten-year-old school child, and second, be-
cause, unlike any other process of ¢xplosion or disruption, my
method of disrupting the written words is identical and simul-
taneous with the complete restoration of order and design in the
same written words,

Down through the ages, it has been the aim and desire of hll-
man beings to be able, on occasion, to write their thoughts in
such a way as to be wholly unintelligible to anyone except the
person or persons to whom these thoughts were intended to be
exclusively addressed. Of course, I could remark here with more
truth than flippancy that a great many writers have found no
difficulty in presenting their “thoughts” in gobbledegook lan-
guage which nobody at all can understand, but with that kind of
thing I am not concerned. I~

While it has always been the aim and the hope of many to be
able at times to express themselves in indecipherable script, the
inherent difficulty of doing just that had never yet been overcome;
and, indeed, the impossibility of doing it has been universally
declared by all students of the subject.

204





































































































































